Recent fieldwork at the site Ravin de la Mouche at Ounjougou (Dogon Country, Mali) sheds new light on sub-Saharan Africa at the Pleistocene-Holocene transition, a region and a period of crucial significance for the understanding of African prehistory. At Ravin de la
millennium calBC, brings new data concerning the chronology of the emergence of ceramics in Africa, as well as its environmental context. The HA4 formation (6,700 -8,100 calBC)
The Early Holocene sequence at Ounjougou and ceramics associated
The most recent formation, HA4, of fine-grained particle size and particularly well-developed in the Ravin du Hibou, has yielded artefacts from cultural phase 2 of the Holocene occupation at Ounjougou, dated to the 8 th mill. calBC by five 14 C dates on charcoal and two OSL dates (between 8,080 ± 55 BP and 8,700 ± 75 BP, Figure 1 , Table 1 ). The material culture is characterized by a microlithic quartz industry, with geometric segments, associated with ceramics and grinding tools (mortar and pestles), in a Sudanian savannah context combined with Syzygium gallery-forests (Huysecom et al. 2004; Eichhorn & Neumann in press ).
The HA3 formation (8,100 -9,000 calBC)
In Ravin de la Mouche, below HA4, unit HA3 comprises a succession of several coarse sand lenses and grey sandy silt layers with organic remains. This indicates a meandering river, with a coarse load, flowing in a floodplain with permanent ponds. Six 14 C dates and one OSL date allow us to place this formation of HA3 between 8,100 and 9,000 calBC (between 9,150 ± 70 BP and 9,610 ± 70 BP, Figure 1 , The HA2 formation (9,000 -9,400 calBC)
Under HA3, unit HA2 is composed of silty sandy alluvial sediments with grey Pleistocene silty blocks, particularly at the base of the unit (HA2/a-b), which indicates an important incision of the meandering river and river bank erosion into the Pleistocene deposits (Lespez et al. in press). These alluvial sediments experienced a slight pedogenesis, particularly visible in the upper part of the unit (HA2/c-d). Two 14 C dates place the HA2 sequence, which is archaeologically sterile, between 9,000 and 9,400 calBC (9,510 ± 70 BP and 9,785 ± 70 BP, Figure 1 , Table 1 ). HA2 is a fossil soil with a massive structure and few channels with clay Roset 1983 Roset , 1996 . This is also one of the few sites that contain bifacial armatures comparable to those found in formation HA1
of Ravin de la Mouche, indicating a clear relationship between the two areas. However, Temet contains only whole or broken fibrolite recipients. The use of pottery here is only suggested by a fragment of a short, toothed object, on a plaquette of chloritic schist. This object was interpreted as a potter's comb after the observation of impressed motifs on surfacefind sherds (Roset 1983: Fig.15 ). These sherds cannot, however, be reliably correlated with the occupation of the site during the Early Holocene. In addition, this object may also be a fragment of a disc decorated with incisions, without any connection to ceramic production.
Until proof of the contrary, the populations of Temet appear to have opted for the use of carved and polished stone and not fired clay for the fabrication of some of their containers.
Only one comparable site can be seen as potentially contemporaneous with the appearance of ceramics at Ounjougou, before the HA1 / HA2 transition: Bir Kiseiba, in the southern part of the Egyptian Sahara, this site having also yielded grinding equipment.
The site E-79-8 of Bir Kiseiba yielded three sherds discovered during the excavation of sandy sediments (Connor 1984), found just below ground surface, as well as at depths of 10 and 60 cm. In the publication, the excavator indicates for the deepest sherd: "it is possible that the sherd might have been moved to this depth by traffic over the surface of the site" (Connor 1984: 240) . Three other sherds were nearby surface finds. The seven 14 C dates obtained on charcoal, unfortunately, have large error margins and as a result a broad range for the calibration, which ranges from the end of the 11 th mill. to the beginning of the 8 th mill. calBC (between 9,820 ± 380 BP and 8,920 ± 130 BP). Without stratigraphic context to clearly correlate the three sherds and the dates, it is not possible to go further in the interpretation of this site in terms of dating the emergence of ceramics. The A index gives an indication of the consistency of the data within the data set: when lower than 60%, the data is considered as an outsider and can be discard. In complement to the posterior for each data, one can calculate the most likely interval for the transitions between the phases. The general chronological ranges used to describe the HA4-HA0 units are based on the intervals calculated for those transitions (68.2% confidence interval and μ). In particular, this allows concluding that the transition between HA1 and HA2 occurred between 9,477 and 9,152 calBC with 68.2% confidence interval (between 9,959 and 8,932 with 95.4% confidence interval; μ=9376. See Table 1 ). 
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